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Now that floral ornamentation is so popular 
with professional and amateur decorators, we 
should think it would be well to seek novelties in 
the way of plants, with which to decorate mirrors, 
frames and plaques. There are many flowers, un- 
known to most persons, which are as handsome 
and as striking as the calla lily or those others 
that are so extensively used ; we have become too 
familiar with their forms and the charm of their 
color and outlines has been, in a measure, lost. 



Thk Lobeliad, for instance, is but little seen, 
yet in a decorative sense it is unusually attractive. 
The stem is long and slender, bearing flowers 
shaped very much like the human finger, of a 
delicate coral pink, and so arranged upon the 
branch as to make the whole resemble a miniature 
candelabrum. 

A species of the Convolvuli, known as the Koali, 
is a long, slender flower with a flaring mouth, the 
color a rich, satin-like, creamy white. 

The Ie Ie is a brilliant, crimson oblong flower 
that grows upon a climbing, clinging vine, and 
would make a very pretty effect about a frame. 

There are many others the artist or amateur 
might discover, which would be r we think, accept- 
able departures from the beautiful, but rather 
hackneyed, plants now used. 



Since the metals are becoming popular for 
ornamental purposes, we may hope for a revival 
of the artistic iron work, so much admired among 
the relics from the middle ages, when workers in 
iron, and steel, and bronze, were considered artists, 
and the delicate traceries from their ever ready 
hand, shaped themselves about the handle of a 
sword or twined through the rich grating of an 
elaborate gate. 

The German work in these materials was par- 
ticularly noticeable, and by them it was turned 
to the decoration of furniture, frames and other 
articles of house use, where it might be chased 
and richly modeled in relief. Damascened steel 
and iron have always been admired^ and the 
variegated surface made by pressing other and 
differently colored metals upon it, brings to mind 
the almost fabled manufactories of Ispahan and 
Shiraz. 



Upon another page will be found a gate from 
the Loggietta, in the Square of St. Mark, Venice, 
taken from our elegant contemporary, AH and 
Letters. It is a beautiful example of early handi- 
craft, and is full of pleasant ideas and suggestions. 
It will naturally remind our readers of that won- 
derful iron railing separating the circular vestibule 
of the Salle des Bijoux from the Galerie d'Apollon, 
in the Louvre ; this incomparable piece of work 
dates from the seventeenth century, and was taken 
from the Chateau de Maisons-sur-Seine, erected by 
Mansard, and it serves as a fitting guard to the 
grandest gallery in the world. 



The efforts of artists in painting and drawing 
appears, in many instances, to have a melancholy 
vein that is hardly appropriate. Illustrations in 
current literature are often calculated to create 
sympathy or pity in the minds of the readers, by 
possibly recalling an unpleasant or tearful experi- 
ence in their own life, and the enjoyment which 



should be derived from the brain's relaxation in 
light reading, is turned into a depression that it is 
not always easy to throw off. A miserable garret, 
with a consumptive female and emaciated children 
in the foreground, waiting to be dispossessed for 
non-payment of rent, may offer unusual facilities 
for the display of wood or steel engraving, but it 
is a subject that creates, or should create, in any 
sympathetic heart a most uncomfortable sensation. 
Such cruelties are related in every days' papers, 
and it is bad enough, certainly, to read of them, 
without having the scenes pictured in those works 
whose object should be to elevate, rather than 
depress the mind. 



It is possible that this disposition of the 
average illustrator, has had its influence in shap- 
ing the too-prevalent sombre taste in decoration 
and home furnishing.. Tapestries that give a dark 
and altogether melancholy appearance to an- apart- 
ment, are indulged in to an almost unlimited ex- 
tent, and the walls are hung, frequently, with pic- 
tures, of a dispiriting or morbid character. Gladi- 
torial scenes, reminiscences of hotly contested and 
disastrous conflicts- where the ground is sti-ewn 
with the dead (and they, singularly enough, show- 
ing no wounds as the cause of their death),' every- 
thing of this nature excepting railroad accidents, 
are served up upon the walls of our houses ,and 
with the fit companion-pieces of a dead deer- hang- 
ing from a tree, or a brace of murdered hare im- 
possibly balanced upon the edge of a table, (hey 
serve to give us a theme for conversation in the 
parlor or whet our appetites in the dining room. 
The charming pastoral or classical scenes, are ap- 
parently lost sight of in this demand for the ter- 
rible, and whether it be attributed to the illustra- 
tions or the literature of the day, it is certain this 
unfortunate preference exists, and like the Roman 
women, made familiar to all by the photographs 
and chromos displayed in every art store, the 
modern picture lover would lose his interest in the 
arena, could he not turn his thumb downwards to 
mark the death of an unfortunate combatant. 



It was the intention of this paper to give 
each month, one or more illustrations of the high 
standard attained in " American factory work" 
furniture, and the cost of producing such ex- 
amples, the expense of drawing and engraving, 
the paper was perfectly willing to bear, insisting 
merely upon making its own selections, and giv- 
ing only those examples possessing a merit that 
could be recognized by some one other than the 
manufacturer who made them. When it is under- 
stood that one of the plates given under this 
heading in the first number, the two in this issue 
and the one to be given next month, cost upwards 
of two hundred dollars, paid entirely and exclus- 
ively by the paper, it will be believed that the 
scheme was a disinterested one. Despite the 
notice at the head of this page, some business 
men credit this paper with the old stock ■" trades- 
paper" practice, of selling their editorial and read- 
ing columns, and the efforts to show specimens of 
really artistic work, believing them to be of inter- 
est to everyone, are stifled by the selfish wrath of 
sundry manufacturers, aroused by a refusal to 
publish the mass of uninteresting, useless (as sug- 
gestions) and altogether ordinary photographs, 
which have been coming into this office at a rate 
altogether beyond the paper's capacity, anyway, 
and most of them deserving of respect only on 
account of their age, and each one attached to a 
letter suggesting immediate publication. To avoid 
any further misunderstanding, and to preserve the 
good terms with the public now enjoyed, it has 
been decided to omit, after the next number, all 
such illustrations. 



